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Rhonda Locker hugs her daughter, Candis, goodbye beside her husband, Jeff, following a family lunch 
Friday outside the family's former home in Pavillion where they had lived since 1984. Jeff and Rhonda 
Locker are suing Encana Corp., alleging the company withheld information about the quality of their water 
which ultimately led to a deterioration of Rhonda's health. 
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RIVERTON- State regulators said this week there is no firm timetable for moving forward with a series 
of recommendations on how to address lingering concerns about the source groundwater contamination 
near Pavillion. 

Those comments were delivered at the first Pavillion Working Group meeting in two years and followed 
the release of the Department of Environmental Quality's draft into groundwater contamination in 
the area. 

Residents pressed state officials on whether DEQ would install groundwater monitoring wells, which 
industry experts have said are essential to identifying the source of pollution. Three state reports into the 
matter have said regulators should consider installing groundwater monitoring wells. 

But DEQ's $300,000 budget request for additional work in Pavillion does not call for the installation of 
such wells. It would instead pay for further water sampling. 

Kevin Frederick, director of DEQ's water quality division, said a decision on monitoring wells will be made 
after the department finalizes its report. There is no deadline on when that report will be finalized, he told 
residents. 

"That more than likely is going to take some time. I can't tell you how long it's going to take," Frederick 
said. "It's going to depend in large part on the extent of public comments we receive." 

The public comment period ends March 18. 

Pavillion rose to the fore of a national debate over the safety of tracking after a preliminary U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency report in 2011 tentatively linked the practice of stimulating oil and gas 
wells to unsafe drinking water east of the central Wyoming community. EPA aborted its investigation in 
the face of intense political pressure in 2013, a Star-Tribune investigation turning over the inquiry 
to state regulators. 

The state subsequently released three reports examining the potential linkage. Each came to no firm 
conclusions and said more study was needed. 

The Pavillion Working Group is compromised of state officials, EPA representatives, local landowners and 
employees of Encana Corp. -the operator of the Pavillion field. Wednesday's meeting was held to 
update the public on DEQ's findings. Encana officials were present but did not speak. 

The landowners in attendance were less than impressed. 

"It feels like 'Groundhog Day,"' said John Fenton, a working group member and outspoken critic of the 
state investigation. "My perspective on this is someone is telling DEQ this needs to go away. I don't know 
if these guys' hands are tied or if they're not investigating." 

Doyle Ward, whose Riverton well service company often worked in the Pavillion area, echoed the 
sentiment, recalling the first meeting on the subject in 2000. 

"Eleven years ago, at the first meeting, at least they'd say something," he said of state officials. 
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